The story of the old infirmary at Derby and the causes which led to its final condemnation have been fully told in "Hospitals and Asylums of the World "(Vol. iv., p. 125). 
In the finishing of all the joiners' work and at the junction between the walls and ceilings and floors all the angles are rounded to prevent lodgment of dust and to promote free circulation of air.
The wards are provided with two sets of double grates with descending flues, the grates being formed on the Pridgin-Teale system, and cased externally with glazed faience ware by the Burmantofts Company. In addition to the grates there are in each ward ten steam coils set in recesses under the windows, and enclosed in iron cases. At the back of each coil is a channel in the thickness of the wall for the admission of fresh air, which is controlled by a valve worked from inside the ward by a lever. The warmed air enters the ward through an opening in the top of the casing, and the amount to be admitted can be controlled at will. The front of the coil-case is hinged in two leaves, so that it can be opened to get at the coil; the latter was specially designed by Messrs. Slater and Co. in conjunction with the architects. Each coil is formed of copper tubes in three leaves, each leaf being hung on steam-tight hinges, so that it can be swung out for the purpose of cleaning, and each leaf can be used independently of the other two.
In ward block (No. 6), which, as already stated, is in progress, the upper floor will be devoted partly to the gynaecological department and partly to sick nurses. It will contain a general ward for ten beds, one ward for two beds, and four wards for one bed each, with an operation-room and the usual ward offices.
The operation block (No. 11) will be a one storey building and will contain the operation-room, a room for the administration of anaesthetics and a room for the staff. The operation-room will be lined to a height of seven feet with marble slabs, above which the walls and ceiling will be finished with Keene's cement painted and varnished. The floor will be laid with marble mosaic ; and the whole room, with its fittings, will be so arranged that it can be swilled out with a hosepipe. 
